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the world’
Professor says of partnership with SpaceX
Cleiri Quezada
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See STARGATE, Page 10

$70M awarded
in financial aid
But enrollment
down from last fall

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Sylvia Leal, UT-Brownsville’s vice president for
Enrollment Services, encourages students to
stay enrolled at UTB to secure a spot in the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley when it
opens in Fall 2015.

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

Although enrollment at UT Brownsville
is down by more than 500 students from
last year at this time, university officials
say it is “holding steady.”
A total of 8,045 students are enrolled
at UTB this semester, compared with
8,621 students last fall, said Sylvia Leal,

See ENROLLMENT, Page 11

Making a splash

Student called
to Be the Match
Second bone marrow registry
drive to start next week

Alberto Garcia/Collegian Photos
Junior environmental sciences major André
Muñoz winces after a paint-filled ballooned was
hurled at him by senior biology major Julio C.
Ramos during The Splash of Color event hosted
by the South Texas Engineering Mathematics and
Science Mentors Club Thursday on
the Student Union Lawn.

Magaly Rosales/Collegian

Students donated $1 for a
chance to throw a balloon
at Muñoz, who after taking
a number of hits, remains
cheerful and welcomes
students to continue
throwing balloons at him.
The STEMS Mentors club
will donate a portion of the
proceeds to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society
chapter for South Texas in
San Antonio.

Gabriela Jimenez, a senior mathematics
education major, received a call from Be
the Match registry telling her she could be
a possible donor for a boy in need of a bone
marrow donation.

Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

If you ever received a call to save
a life, would you answer it? That’s
exactly the call Gabriela Jimenez, a
senior mathematics education major,

See MATCH, Page 11
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Cascos talks about employment, taxes and security; Rivera cancels appearance

Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

More than a hundred students attended
the Meet the Candidates for County
Judge forum, which only incumbent
Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos
attended.
Cascos’ challenger, Democrat Joe
G. Rivera, was scheduled to attend the
forum but canceled because he was
invited to the Celebration SpaceX 2014
event that same evening.
“I had an invitation from SpaceX and
the mayor from South Padre [Island],”
Rivera told The Collegian in an interview
Thursday afternoon. “I had to be there
because it was a special invitation to me.”
He said he was told Cascos was not
going to attend the forum and it would
probably be canceled.
“I am looking forward, if they would
have one for me, I would be more than
glad to appear before the students,”
Rivera said.
During the forum, moderator and
junior communication major Andrea
Torres asked Cascos about his plans to
expand employment opportunities in the
county.
He immediately answered, “SpaceX.”
“SpaceX is going to create jobs, and
let me tell you what … the government
does not create jobs,” Cascos told
the audience gathered in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón. “It’s entrepreneurs,
it’s investment, it’s small business. What

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos, who is running for re-election, speaks to an audience Sept.
22 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón during a Candidate Forum sponsored by the Center for Civic
Engagement and Project 100% to bring voting awareness to the community. Cascos’ opponent in
the Nov. 4 general election, Joe G. Rivera, canceled his appearance, center officials announced.

we do do is create an environment that
they can use for job creation.”
SpaceX, which builds and launches
rockets and spacecraft, broke ground for
a launch site near Boca Chica Beach on
Sept. 22.
Cascos, a Republican who has been
county judge since 2007, was born in
Matamoros, Mexico, and migrated to the
United States at age 4. He attended Texas

2 on SGA get new jobs

Southmost College and earned degrees
in political science and accounting from
the University of Texas at Austin. After
college, he returned to Brownsville to
work as a certified public accountant.
Asked if county taxes will increase to
improve law enforcement, employment
opportunities and tourism, he replied:
“Taxes is a bad word. Nobody wants to
pay taxes. The only source of income a

county has is ad valorem taxes, property
taxes. Since I have been county judge,
our tax rate has gone up on the average
half a penny per year, which is nothing.”
Cascos said neighboring Hidalgo
County has a tax rate of almost 60
cents per $100 valuation, compared to
Cameron’s 39 cents per $100 valuation.
He said that it has increased from 35
cents since he came into office.
“When I came to office, Cameron
County was not in good condition … and
I committed to making it better and it is
better today,” he said.
Cascos was asked if he agreed with
having cameras in law enforcement
vehicles after the events that occurred in
Ferguson, Mo., last summer.
“I agree,” he said. “As far as having
cameras in the vehicles, I support it. As a
matter of fact, most of the deputy sheriffs
have cameras in their vehicles and it’s
done for everyone’s protection, not just
the citizen but also the law enforcement
because if you don’t have it, what ends
up happening? It’s a ‘he said, she said’
[situation].”
Cascos also spoke about Rivera, who is
the current county clerk.
“My opponent is a nice man and I
respect him … but I can’t see him really
representing your interest anywhere,”
he said. “This is not just about who is
going to sit behind the desk at Cameron
County. This is about who is going to
represent you everywhere in this country

See CANDIDATES, Page 7

Companies in search of new talent
540 students attend the All Majors Job Fair

Andrea Torres/Collegian

Karina Aguirre/Collegian
Former SGA Vice President of Historical Archives Shangir Siddique (left) is appointed vice president
of public relations after Sergio Galvan (right), who previously held the position, stepped down to
become chief justice during Tuesday’s Student Government Association meeting.

Alberto Garcia
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UT Brownsville’s Student Government
Association met briefly Sept. 22 to
appoint two current members to new
positions.
Former SGA Vice President of Public
Relations Sergio Galvan was appointed
as the new chief justice of the Supreme
Court. Galvan is to preside over the SGA
judicial branch.
“I want to pursue a career in the legal
profession, so this is perfect for me,”
he said. “I’ve already had leadership

experience as the VP of public relations,
as well as [being] university ambassador,
a university scholar and other things like
that. I feel that I’m a great candidate for
the position and I hope you see that the
same way.”
Shangir Siddique, former SGA vice
president of historical archives, was
appointed as the new vice president of
public relations. Siddique explained why
he and the executive board believe the
position was better suited for him.
“I have actually served more as a public
relations president in the past week

See SGA, Page 7

Joe Beach, a recruitment and internship coordinator for Texas Parks and Wildlife, explains to
Elizabeth Alanis, an English education junior, about the process required to apply to the state agency
during the All Majors Job Fair held Thursday in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. UT Brownsville’s
Career Services Department sponsored the event. Forty-four recruiters and more than 540 students
attended, according to Student Placement Specialist Ana Perez.

Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN

Asked what his company looks for
in an employee, Jonathan Schneider
replied: “Somebody that is a team player,
that is passionate about education and
that basically wants to work for the No. 1
most successful certification program in
the state.”
Schneider, a business development
specialist for Texas Teachers, was one of
44 recruiters who attended the All Majors
Job Fair, held Thursday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón. Other recruiters
included Chase Bank, Maximus, H&R

Block, Stripes, H-E-B Food Stores and
Texas Parks and Wildlife.
Sponsored by UT Brownsville’s Career
Services Department, the purpose of the
fair is to help juniors and seniors get a
closer look at possible job opportunities.
The job fair was not limited to juniors
and seniors. Freshmen and sophomores
were also welcome to begin networking
with the recruiters.
“At least 80 percent of the companies
will be conducting interviews on the
spot,” said Career Services Program
Director Juan Andrés Rodriguez.
Internships also are available from

See JOB FAIR, Page 11

4

opinion

Monday, September 29, 2014

The Collegian

A long and
distant romance
Oscar Castillo

THE COLLEGIAN

Let’s face it, most
college relationships
never last, especially
long-distance ones.
Luckily, mine has
managed to survive.
My girlfriend and
I have been dating
for nearly six years.
We began dating in high school and
continued dating when she left for college
in Michigan.
At first I did not think a long-distance
relationship would work, but we were
more than willing to give it a shot. Five
semesters have passed and we are still
together, not because we have to but
because we want to.
Although we both live in different
states, with different cultures, we are still
asked the same question, “How do you
guys do it?”
The answer is, we honestly don’t know.
We like to think we have this grand
master plan with set-up dates and times
we will talk, message and video chat but,
honestly, it all goes to south within the
first week.
The first semester was tough, full of
insecurity and uncertainty. What’s going
on? Why isn’t she calling? I know her
class ended half an hour ago, why hasn’t
she replied? Is she crushing on somebody
else? So many questions, so few answers.
Actually, the answer was simple: She
had to get up for work at 6 a.m. and was
taking a nap in her dorm room before
going to her next class.
As much as I would love to tell everyone
things will get better with time, they
won’t. They only get tougher because,
as you grow apart, your significant other
and you begin changing. The key is to try
to understand those changes because,
like it or not, that is who they are now.
Sometimes she and I are so stressed
out by our classes or work we don’t feel
like talking to each other, and when we
do feel like talking, we can’t because we
have class or work; but sometimes, the
universe aligns and we get to talk. We
talk for perhaps an hour or two, but that
hour or two is the highlight of my day
or, sometimes, even my week because
regardless of the distance, I still consider
her the most important person in my life.
We do have our problems like all
couples do, but the good thing is,
we never storm off. There is never a
dramatic exit where one of us hangs up.
We stay and listen to one another. I guess
that really is the answer to long-distance
relationships: One has to simply be
willing to stand and listen, not because
they have to, but because they want to.
Do I miss her? Of course, but it’s the
little things I wish I was by her side for,
like watching her make silly faces as she
rides in the passenger seat on the way to
the movies or binge watching Netflix as
we cuddle and eat pizza rolls or the most
difficult of all, holding her in my arms
when she gets sad, stressed or worried.
Long-distance relationships are not for
everyone. It all depends on what you are
willing to sacrifice to be with that person.
Ultimately,
a
long-distance
relationship is about wanting to be with
your partner. Despite all the changes and
all the schedule conflicts, you still feel
connected to that person because you
know in your heart that that person is the
one.

15 seconds: SpaceX

“Find the Mystery Word” Hint:
_a______e
Hilda Martinez
Texas Southmost College
criminal justice freshman
“I’ve never really heard
of SpaceX but I find
it really interesting
and it’s a really good
opportunity for
students who are
interested in NASA
or in space. I find
that it will help
students learn more
and give them an
opportunity later for a
career.”

Jose Guadalupe Martinez
Physics graduate student
“The future of South Texas started
yesterday where the groundbreaking
of the SpaceX launch site started. For
me, it means a lot more being there
witnessing that moment. It means I get
a chance to get a job here in Brownsville
and support a family in the future.

Evelyn Perales
Psychology junior

Aaron Hernandez
Estudiante de ingeniería
de ultimo año

“SpaceX es un
proyecto muy
bueno que a
llegado aquí a
Brownsville. Como
muchos saben, es una
de las ciudades con
los mas bajos recursos
que hay. Eso puede traer,
para la universidad y para
la comunidad, muchisimo
dinero y trabajos para los
estudiantes aquí. El programa
de física y ingeniería es
muy bueno y con esa nueva
oportunidad todos nos
podemos beneficiar y crecer
en la comunidad”.

“It
seems
like a
really
interesting
Raul Espinosa
program. It
will certainly
Engineering physics-mechanical
draw attention
engineering sophomore
to Brownsville
“I think that it’s
since we will
going to be great
have [SpaceX]
for Brownsville
on the map.”
because it’s going to
bring a lot of things
like education and
jobs for people in
engineering. It’s also
going to bring a lot
of tourists to the
area because of the
satellite launches.
I think it’s going to
be very good for our
city and bring new
things to the area.”

--Compiled by Alberto Garcia
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza
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Session on cocaine dangers

Student Health Services will sponsor
an information session on cocaine and
crack cocaine from noon to 1 p.m.
today in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
The session is part of the department’s
HIV/STDs and Substance Abuse
Education Series. The first 10
attendees will receive a gift card. For
more information, call 882-3896.

2014 Lecture Series

Sonia Nieto, professor emerita of
Language, Literacy and Culture in the
College of Education at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, will present a
lecture titled “It’s My Spirit: Lessons
from ESL and Bilingual Teachers”
at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. Nieto’s lecture is part of the
UT Brownsville College of Education’s
2014 Distinguished Lecture Series.
Admission is free. For more information,
contact Kayla D. Reyes, administrative
services manager, at 882-7220 or email
kayla.reyes@utb.edu.

Art exhibit

“Texas Size Print,” an exhibit featuring
large-scale prints by Kim Bishop, Paul
Karam and Luis Valderas will open with
a reception at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the Art
Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. It will
also feature photographs and videos by
other artists. Admission is $1, and $3 for
a semester pass. For more information,
contact Gallery Director Alejandro
Macias at 882-7097 or email alejandro.
macias1@utb.edu.

Volunteer Fair

The Office of Student Engagement
and the Center for Civic Engagement
will host the Ocelots Volunteer Fair
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday on
the Student Union lawn. Nonprofit
organizations from the community will
scout for volunteers. Those interested
in becoming a volunteer are encouraged
to attend. For more information, call
Estela Martinez, coordinator for the
Center for Civic Engagement, at 8824300.

Peer support group

Student Health Services sponsors a
confidential support group for students
who have suffered trauma. The meetings
will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 16 and 30, and Nov. 13 in Cortez Hall
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220. Participants will learn new skills to
enhance their life. For more information,
call Counselor Leticia Fierros-Garza
at 882-3896.

Veteran Females United

The Veteran Females United
Support Group will meet at noon
Friday and Oct. 17, and Nov. 7 and 21 in
Cortez Hall 137. Learn about veterans’
medical and compensation benefits,
veterans’
resources,
transitioning,
healthy relationships, self-care and more.
Spouses of female veterans are welcome.
Lunch will be provided. For more
information, contact Arlene Laboy,
project coordinator for the Violence
Against Women Campus Program, at
882-6513 or arelene.laboy125@utb.edu.

Be the Match

Student Health Services will sponsor
the second Be The Match event from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 6 in Cortez Hall,
the Life and Health Sciences Building,
Student Union, Main Building and
University Library. Be The Match
encourages everyone between the ages of
18 and 44 to register to be a possible bone
marrow donor. For more information,
contact Secretary Beverly Estrada at
882-7643 or at beverly.estrada@utb.edu.

Sin Fronteras Book Festival

The Sin Fronteras Independent Book
Festival will take place from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Oct. 6 at The Narciso Martinez
Cultural Arts Center, 225 E. Stenger
St. in San Benito. The event will feature
several panels with such authors as
Tim Z. Hernandez, Laurie Ann
Guerrero and Natalia Treviño, as
well as children’s activities. Admission
is free. For more information, email
Assistant
Professor
Christopher
Carmona at christopher.carmona@utb.
edu.

Voter registration

The Center for Civic Engagement will
register students to vote in observance
of National Voter Registration Day
Tuesday through Oct. 6, the deadline to
register for the Nov. 4 General Election.
For more information, call Estela
Martinez, the center’s coordinator, at
882-4300.

Cristina Ballatori performs

55

Cristina Ballatori, an associate
professor in the UT Brownsville Music
Department, will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 in the Texas Southmost College
Arts Center as part of Patron of the
Arts program. Ballatori is a flutist who
has performed throughout the United
States, Europe, England and Latin
America as a recitalist, soloist, chamber
and orchestral musician. Admission is
$10 for adults and $5 for senior citizens,
children and students with school ID.
For more information, contact Patron of
the Arts at 882-7025 or patron@utb.edu.

Saxophone quartet performs

The New Century Saxophone
Quartet will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 10 in the Texas Southmost College
Arts Center as part of Patron of the
Arts program. The quartet is the only
ensemble of its kind to win First Prize
of the Concert Artists Guild Competition
and has performed twice in the White
House. Admission is $15 for adults, $10
for senior citizens and children and $5
for students with a school ID. For more
information, contact Patron of the Arts at
882-7025 or patron@utb.edu

Health insurance available

Academic Health Plans offers
student health insurance to UTB
students currently enrolled in the fall
semester. The deadline to apply for
health insurance for a semester or
full year is Oct. 15. Dental and health
insurance can be purchased for students,
their spouse and/or children. Visit www.
utb.myahpcare.com/enrollment to apply
or call Student Health Services Secretary
Beverly Estrada at 882-7643 for more
information.

Internship for all majors

The
Congressional
Hispanic
Caucus Institute seeks full-time
college undergraduate students who are
interested in participating in the 2015
Spring Congressional Internship
Program. Students of all majors who
have an interest in the development of
public policy and who have demonstrated
leadership abilities may apply at www.
apply.chci.org. The deadline to apply is
Nov. 7.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo
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The following are among the incidents
reported to University Police between
Sept. 15 and 20.

item in a biohazard waste container and
notified the Environmental Health and
Safety Office.

3:12 a.m.: While on patrol, a University
Police officer found an intoxicated man
sleeping on the ground by the sidewalk
on University Boulevard. The man
said he was from Honduras and came
to Brownsville several years ago to
work. The man had no identification or
documents with him. He was arrested
by University Police and transported to
the Cameron County Adult Detention
Center. U.S. Border Patrol agents said
they would place a detainer on the man
after booking.
10:27 a.m.: A student reported that
while driving in Lot A1, she stopped in
her lane of travel because the vehicle in
front of her stopped and began to reverse.
The student sounded the car horn, trying
to warn the other vehicle of her presence
but the other driver did not stop and
struck the front of her vehicle. The driver
gave the student contact information and
left before officers arrived at the scene.
6:44 p.m.: A student found an
empty syringe near the elevator of
the Biomedical Research Building. A
University Police officer disposed of the

9:12 p.m.: University Police responded
to a fire alarm in Sabal Hall, where they
found the cover removed from a pull
station, but the station was not activated.
The officers also found that someone had
sprayed a fire extinguisher in one of the
classrooms, causing damage to university
property. The case is under investigation.

Sept. 15

Sept. 16

Sept. 18

2:41 p.m.: The University Library
reported that a student was being loud at
the service desk. The student was upset
because other students were being loud
and preventing him from concentrating
on his assignment. The student calmed
down and was allowed to remain in the
library.

Sept. 19

2:56 p.m.: While on patrol, a University
Police officer saw a faculty member fall
on the Lozano-Blanco Bridge by the
Main Building. The officer rushed to help
the faculty member, who later said she
was fine and declined emergency medical
assistance. The faculty member said she
is allergic to bees and when she saw a bee
around her legs, she tried to get away,

which caused her to trip and fall.
3:55 p.m.: A University Police officer on
patrol saw a man lying on the grass on
International Boulevard near Tandy Hall.
The man showed signs of intoxication and
claimed to have fallen and hit his head.
Emergency medical services transported
the man to Valley Baptist Medical Center
for further evaluation.

Sept. 20

1:51 a.m.: A resident assistant
conducting a routine check at the Casa
Bella student housing complex reported
finding a student drinking alcohol. The
student told University Police officers
that he had been consuming alcohol off
campus and not in his apartment. He was
issued a court appearance citation for
minor in possession of alcohol. A student
who said he bought the alcohol for the
minor was released pending further
investigation.

Sept. 21

A faculty member and her students
testing a fog machine in Cavalry Hall
accidentally triggered the fire alarm. The
Brownsville Fire Department conducted
a search of the building and deemed it to
be safe for re-entry.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT

Clarissa Martinez/Collegian
Members of the Criminal Justice Club are (front row, from left) Lecturer and club adviser Anastasia Lawrence; Sergeant-at-Arms Eddie Guillen, Historian
Kenia Alvarez, Secretary Nora Segura, President Karina Ochoa, Historian Amanda Torres, Treasurer Andrea Aleman and Vice President Mario Ramirez.
Second row: Dathan Cruhm, Enrique Cortez, Andrea Cavazos, Danelly Castillo, Laura Zermeño, Anna Moreno, Stephanie Olivo, Veronica Rodriguez and
Abigail Gomez. Third row: Pablo de la Cruz, Armando Sanchez, Karen Elizondo and Elizabeth Jaquez. Fourth row: Jose Luis Yañez, Adrian Maldonado,
Dario Gonzalez, Georgina Aranda and Valerie Rivas. Fifth row: Emmanuell Gomez, Pablo Castro, Eduardo Badillo and Roy Resendiz. Sixth row: Alondra
Galvan, Criminal Justice Professor Susan Ritter, Raul Gonzalez, Albert Escamilla and Felipe Muñoz. Back row: Fidel Ochoa.

The power of
positive thinking

CANDIDATES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
because that’s what it’s going to take.”
Cascos challenged students to take
10 people with them to vote after he
explained that out of 400,000 people in
the county, only 180,000 are registered
voters. In 2010, only 40,000 of them
voted.
“So I challenge you,” he said. “Not
only you go out to vote, but you find 10
people to go with you or make sure they
vote, so we get up there in the 35, 40, 45,
50 percent voter turnout. You get those
numbers up there and we will be a force
to be reckoned with. Right now, we are
not. People at the state level say with the
power Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy and

SGA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Andrea Torres/Collegian
Carlos Gutierrez Mannix, a graduate student of sociology, writes a message during the “Stay
Positive: Suicide Prevention” activity held Tuesday in the Main Building’s Gran Patio. Sponsored by
the Active Minds student organization at UT Brownsville, the event encouraged students to write
positive messages and learn about suicide prevention.

THINK+

meeting with various officials,” Siddique
said. “I have discovered that I actually
enjoy that position greatly. I understand
that I am qualified to [remain] as the VP
of historical archives, but I feel I can do
more for the student body here at UTB as
VP of public relations.”
Siddique’s new duties are to coordinate
an active public relations and publicity
program and increase awareness of the
SGA.
With the reappointment of Siddique,
the position of vice president of historical
archives on the executive board is vacant.
The senator pro tem position is also
available and anyone from the senate or
student body can nominate themselves
for the position.
There were no nominations during the
meeting and they voted to postpone the
election until the next SGA meeting in
which Galvan and Siddique will also be

7

Name: American Criminal Justice
Association
Purpose: To promote high standards
of ethical conduct, professional training
and higher education within the criminal
justice field.
President: Karina Ochoa
Vice President: Mario Ramirez
Sergeant- at-Arms: Eddie Guillen
Secretary: Nora Segura
Treasurer: Andrea Aleman
Historians: Amanda Torres and Kenia
Alvarez
Advisers: Criminal Justice Professor
Susan Ritter and Lecturer Anastasia
Lawrence
Awards: Organization of the Year and
Scorpion Circle Award, 2013
Activities: Crime Victims Expo,
Child Abuse Prevention Candlelight
Vigil, Domestic Violence Awareness
Candlelight
Vigil,
Friendship
of
Women Inc.’s Walk for Safe Families,
Brownsville Police Department’s 5k Run
and Brownsville Police Department’s
Christmas for Kids Golf Tournament.
Meetings: 2 p.m. Mondays in the Main
Building’s Salón Cassia
Membership requirements: Must
have a 2.5 grade-point average or higher
and be a declared criminal justice major.
For more information: e-mail acja.
ikx@gmail.com
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

If you would like to feature
your club, call 882-5143.

Starr [counties] have, they don’t have
any impact. We want to change that.”
Sophomore communication major
Andrew Benton was among those who
attended the forum.
“You need to be here to really fully
appreciate the event,” Benton said.
“The things they have to say are very
spontaneous. You can’t become an
informed voter until you really get to
know the candidates.”
The
forum
was
hosted
by
Communication Department Chair John
A. Cook’s Introduction to Communication
class, the Center for Civic Engagement
and Project 100%.
--Collegian reporter Héctor Aguilar
contributed to this report.

sworn into office. Due to rescheduling,
the time and place of the next meeting of
the SGA has not been set.
In other business, the senate passed:
--Resolution No. 6, “Pizza with the
Prez” Luncheon Deliberation, allocating
$600 for the event to buy pizza, utensils
and other setup costs. The senate
scheduled a pizza luncheon with UTB
President at Interim William R. Fannin
to be held from 1 to 2 p.m. Oct. 15 with a
location to be determined.
Fannin and the SGA will provide
updates about the university and hold a
question-and-answer session on UT Rio
Grande Valley for students who wish to
attend.
“The University of Texas at Brownsville
is currently facing drastic changes that
directly affect the student body,” SGA
Vice President of Administration Phillip
Martinez read from the resolution. “It
is crucial that with communication we
transmit UT Brownsville’s administration
and the SGA’s objectives to the student
body.”

spacex
‘Future of South Texas takes off’
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SpaceX breaks ground at Boca Chica; Perry announces $9 million for research

Cleiri Quezada/Collegian
Officials break ground Sept. 22 at the future site of the SpaceX launch pad near Boca Chica Beach. Shown from left are UT Rio Grande Valley President
Guy Bailey; Joseph O’Bell, contract specialist for the Emerging Technology Fund with the Office of the Governor; UT Institute of the Americas Executive
Director Juliet V. García; Pedro Reyes, UT System executive vice chancellor for academic affairs; UT Brownsville Physics and Astronomy Associate
Professor Fredrick Jenet; SpaceX CEO Elon Musk; UT System Regent Ernest Aliseda; UT System Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa; Randall Charbeneau, UT
System assistant vice chancellor for research; and UTB Interim President William R. Fannin.
Reprinted from The Collegian Online

Cleiri Quezada
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During the groundbreaking ceremony

STARGATE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Naturally, when you have those types
of students, lead students that want to
create new things and want to change
the world effectively, all sorts of amazing
things happen and one of them was that
one of our students, actually, sort of got
a team together to go talk to SpaceX,” he
said. “So, Louis … got everyone together
and the neat thing was that after they
had gone through our labs and all of this
stuff, the head of [human resources] of
SpaceX was there and he wanted to see
all the students’ résumés. He was like,
‘You guys gotta apply.’’’
Jenet said students with a broad
understanding of math, physics and all
areas of technology will be prepared to
seek employment at SpaceX.
“I want to point out that [SpaceX CEO]
Elon Musk, himself, is a physicist and has
a degree in physics, so that would really
prepare them the best for such fields,”
he said. “Engineering computer science
is also going to prepare the students for
various aspects of such jobs.”
During the groundbreaking ceremony
for SpaceX’s launch site near Boca
Chica Beach on Sept. 22, Musk said his
company will conduct joint research with
UT, where students will work on a series
of projects.
“So there’s gonna be some spacerelated activity with UT students
and professors,” he said. “I think, if
not permanently, semi-permanently
associated right near the launch
site. They’re gonna circle [the Space
Tracking and Astronomical Research
into Giga-hertz Astrophysical Transient
Emission.]”
Jenet said STARGATE is basically a
gateway to the stars.
“It is going to allow our students and
faculty to have the opportunity to be a
part of SpaceX’s missions, every aspect
of SpaceX’s missions, the creation of the
science, the integration into the payload
all the way to watching the launch in their
backyard as well as the orbital operations
afterwards,” he said.
STARGATE will allow students and

for SpaceX Sept.22 at Boca Chica Beach,
Texas Gov. Rick Perry announced $9
million in funding to develop new
technologies to be used at the spaceport

and beyond.
The monies, from the University of
Texas System and the state’s Emerging
Technology Fund, will be used to establish

faculty to be involved in all aspects of
space technology, commercialization
and the creation of the ideas for new
technology and transfer pieces.
Jenet’s role was to create the
STARGATE project.
“When SpaceX came down here, it
was clear that SpaceX had certain needs,
especially in the radio frequency areas
and so I talked to the SpaceX people
about this, about these ideas and it was
clear that there were synergies between
the research that we’re doing here and
the things that SpaceX needed down
here. … And so, we had the students and
we had the technologies that they were
very much interested in,” he said.
STARGATE is funded by the
Brownsville Economic Development
Council, Greater Brownsville Incentives
Corp., the University of Texas System,
the Texas Emerging Technology Fund
and SpaceX.
The project will provide laboratories,
office space and a co-location adjacent to
the SpaceX Command Center. Students
will collaborate and work alongside
SpaceX’s engineers and other companies
to create ideas for new technologies.
Asked
how
STARGATE
would
establish UT System as a leader in space
exploration research, Jenet said there’s
nothing on the planet like this.
“This is the first private-commercial
launch pad that exists anywhere in
the world and we are the university
partnership with that. So, immediately
we are leading the world in this type of
endeavor,” he said.
STARGATE also has a public-private
partnership with the Center for Advanced
Radio Astronomy. On Sept. 22, UT
System Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa
declared CARA as the cornerstone center
of excellence in the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley.
“CARA is actually the center that
STARGATE is under,” Jenet explained.
That is the actual center and in that
there are several projects that are going
on which are using radio frequency
technologies to explore space and also
educate students in the technologies

of space exploration. Very soon, it’s
expected, because the CARA envelope,
now with its partnership with SpaceX,
obviously, it’s more than just radio
and astronomy, which is what its name
currently has. So, it should be considered
more something like the Center for Space
Sciences and Technology (CSST) and
perhaps in the future, its name will be
changed into something like that.”
In the future, STARGATE, CARA and
SpaceX will work on projects to develop
Cube Sats and other radio frequency
technology. SpaceX is going to give three
free launches of Cube Sats as part of its
contribution to the STARGATE project.
“Because the technology is getting
better and better, you can pack a lot into
a small region and the more you can pack
into a small volume, lightweight volume,
the cheaper you can get something
up into space,” Jenet said. “So, more
and more people, including NASA, are
interested in these small satellites. And
so our students are going to be involved
in developing these spacecraft and,
hopefully, watch them launch in the next
few years.”
The consolidation of UTB and the
University of Texas Pan American into
UTRGV will enable professors and
students on both campuses to work
toward making STARGATE’s future
launches a reality.
“STARGATE is going to be providing
all of these opportunities for people
in many different departments, so
working together on the common goal
of developing these new technologies for
space exploration,” he said.
STARGATE’s core team is:
--Randall Charbeneau, UT System
assistant vice chancellor for research
--Richard Price, UTB professor in the
Physics and Astronomy Department
--Alma Miller, STARGATE’S director
for special projects
--Andy Miller, a physics and astronomy
teacher at Saint Joseph Academy
and former chief instructor for UTB’s
Astronomy Ambassadors program
--Volker Quetschke, an assistant
professor
in
UTB’s
Center
for
Gravitational Wave Astronomy
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a research center of excellence at the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley “to
develop and support commercialization
of phased-array technology for satellite
and space vehicle communication,”
according to a news release from the UT
System.
“The future of South Texas takes off
right behind me,” Perry said, pointing to
the land near Boca Chica Beach where
the SpaceX rocket launch site will be
built.
He said that in partnership with the
University of Texas at Brownsville, the
Emerging Technology Fund will invest
$4.4 million in the development of new
technologies to be used at the spaceport
and beyond.
The Emerging Technology Fund will
invest $4.4 million; UT System, $4.6
million; and the Greater Brownsville
Incentives Corp., $500,000.
“When you take the matching funds
that SpaceX, University of Texas System,
the Greater Brownsville [Incentives]
Corp., more than $23 million will go
to this project and will be part of the
soon-to-be UT Rio Grande Valley,” the
governor said.
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk said SpaceX
will conduct joint research with UT,
where students will work on a series of
projects on the Boca Chica launch site.
“So there’s gonna be some space-related
activity with UT students and professors,”
Musk said. “I think, if not permanently,

See CEREMONY, Page 9

--Joseph Romano, a professor in the
Physics and Astronomy Department
--Irv Downing, UTB vice president for
economic development and community
service
--John Sossi, UTB director of
international trade
--Ben Reyna, UTB assistant provost for
governmental relations
--Fernando
Gonzalez,
UTB
commercialization program director
“Richard Price and Alma Miller are
the assistant directors of the Center for
Advance Radio Astronomy and they
together with John Sossi, Fernando
Gonzalez, Ben Reyna and Irv Downing,
they formed this core team that worked
very hard for the last two-and-half,
close to three years making this dream
of STARGATE a reality,” Jenet said.
“So, each of them brought to the table
a unique set of skills, from the technical
capabilities to understanding the
business side of things, to understanding
the conditions here in the border of
South Texas, all of which were necessary
in order to make such a project happen. I
have to say it’s been an amazing journey
working with all of these people to make
this happen.”
Jenet said bringing SpaceX to Cameron
County is no doubt a game changer.
“I’m just really happy to have been
able to help out in a small way and then
help to enable SpaceX to come down here
because this is now the tipping point,” he
said.
Dartez says it’s not far-fetched that
Brownsville will become the next Silicon
Valley.
“You just think about what happened
to Florida, what happened to Houston
when the space industry hit, I mean, it
wasn’t just this one company. You have
other companies that are moving to reap
the benefits of the industry peripherally,
whether they’re suppliers or they’re
creating a peripheral technology or they
are start-up companies that are actually
local and they are trying to benefit.
Down the road, I don’t think that is farfetched that Brownsville becomes like
a new Silicon Valley based on the space
industry.”
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Downing: Sky’s the limit

Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

Editor’s Note: In an interview
with The Collegian on Aug. 15, UT
Brownsville Vice President for Economic
Development and Community Service
Irv Downing spoke about the economic
and educational opportunities to be
created now that SpaceX has decided
to build a launch site near Boca Chica
Beach in Cameron County.
“[About 3½ years ago] there was
a team of community folks that were
involved in trying to respond to requests
from SpaceX about ‘would this area
work for a commercial launch site?’ I can
remember going out to California with
a group of other community people and
listening to them and what their needs
were and then during that whole process
we learned that this area of the country,
Brownsville in particular, was considered
as a launch site before NASA actually
selected Florida and Cape Canaveral,
ultimately Cape Kennedy. In the mid50s they were looking at this area. It
was decided this wasn’t the place for it,
but this area had some advantages that
SpaceX wanted to take advantage of.
Through a lot of other things, we finally
get to an announcement that [SpaceX
had selected the Boca Chica site]. … We

CEREMONY
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semi-permanently associated right near
the launch site. They’re gonna circle
[the Space Tracking and Astronomical
Research into Giga-hertz Astrophysical
Transient Emission.]”
STARGATE is a space explorationbased technology park that combines
higher education, research, economic
development and commercialization. It
will be located adjacent to the SpaceX
launch site command center and will
collaborate with SpaceX to develop and
support commercialization of satellite
and space vehicle communication.
“STARGATE was conceived by [Physics
and Astronomy Associate Professor]
Fredrick Jenet and is made possible by
support from the Brownsville Economic
Development Council and funding from
the Greater Brownsville Incentives
Corp., UT System, the Texas Emerging
Technology Fund and SpaceX,” according
to its UTB website.
Founded in 2002, SpaceX builds
and launches advanced rockets and
spacecraft.
One of the biggest factors to place the
SpaceX launch site at Boca Chica Beach
was the support of state and local officials
to place it in South Texas, Musk said.
“We were actually looking at several
places in Texas, also, all along the western
coast of the United States,” he said. “We
looked also at Hawaii, we looked at some

were really happy to hear that.”
Downing said there are many elements
of what SpaceX could mean to the
community and, more particularly, to the
university.
“My perspective as an economic
developer is what an entirely new
industry really means to our area,” he
said.
He cited some past examples, such as
Marathon LeTourneau, which started
constructing oil rigs at the Port of
Brownsville in the late 1970s.
Then in the early 1990s, one of the
world’s largest rig builders, a company
now called Keppel AmFELS came here.
He said that project created a demand
for university students in the areas of
engineering, business, finance, supply
and logistic control and communication.
“It still has an impact right now as
Mexico opens up their economy to
foreign investment in elements of their oil
industry,” Downing said. “It means that
students who go to school here in those
particular areas have an opportunity, an
option, of working in that area.”
Another example of an industry coming
to the area he cited was TRICO, which
manufactures windshield wiper blades
and assemblies. The company moved
from Buffalo, N.Y., and established a twin
plant in Brownsville and Matamoros,
Mexico.
“We did not have that type of scale of
industrial automotive business, the parts
business that they had at that time in ’86.
They had certain sorts of machinery, they
had injection molding, certain types of
industry we had not seen before. Today,
they employ 420 people on the U.S.
side of the border but they have a larger
number over in Matamoros.”
It was a new business for the area and
people that had experience in machinery,
injection molding and business had an
opportunity to work there.
Fast forward to SpaceX, the world’s
first privately held commercial launch

site.
“This is the first one that’s going to
be out there that essentially you can
buy space in a rocket for your satellite,”
Downing said. “… There is estimated
high-end employment numbers of 600.
What does that mean? That means, in
a way that’s somewhat analogous with
what we saw with Keppel AmFELS … and
what we saw with TRICO, we have the
introduction of a new industry cluster,
an industry cluster that requires a little
bit different skills sets than we have right
now in the area, but not all that different
that students can’t have an opportunity.
Students that are in the physics area,
students that are in engineering, students
that are in business on the university
side. In the community college side,
there is a lot of assemblers and things of
this nature that’ll all of a sudden open up
a range of jobs.”
He said students in high school will
have the opportunity to mold their studies
to prepare for a degree that SpaceX is
likely to hire from, like mathematics and
certain sciences.
“You don’t want to come to the university
having never taken algebra before,”
Downing said. “You probably want to have
a couple of cal courses under your belt.”
He said the exciting thing about SpaceX
“is that there should be opportunities for
working in SpaceX, working as an intern
while you’re going to school.”
“So, that makes a huge difference,
internships and that experiential learning
makes a lot more sense. It would make a
lot more sense to me, all the math that’s
involved and things, if I understood
what they were figuring out to launch a
rocket east so it gets in equatorial orbit
and does the right thing. There’s a lot of
math around that, there’s a lot of science
around it, there’s a lot of physics around
it. You’d have an opportunity to actually
work with engineers that do that. That’s
going to be a great opportunity for our
students at all levels but particularly at

of the U.S. islands and then we put our
take on various factors and one of the
biggest factors, or maybe the biggest,
I think, was the willingness of the state
and local government to support such an
endeavor. In other words, do they really
want it? Because we want to be in a place
where we’re truly wanted.”
Musk said SpaceX’s long-term goal is
to create technology that is going to take
humanity beyond Earth and into Mars.
“So, it could very well be that the first
person that departs to another planet
could depart from this location,” he said.
“So that if somebody works really hard
and saves up, that they could move to
Mars.”
In order to make that goal a reality,
SpaceX would need to launch hundreds,
if not thousands, of orbital rockets per
year.
“It’s like the key threshold we want to
try to reach and that’s gonna require a lot
of launches and as we look ahead to the
future, that’s one of the things that we
thought was very important, to establish
an additional launch site and one that
was optimized primarily for commercial
activity,” Musk said.
SpaceX maintains launch sites at the
Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral,
Fla., and Vandenberg Air Force Base in
Lompoc, Calif. Each location offers key
benefits to support customers’ missions.
Boca Chica’s first rocket launch could
take place in late 2016.
“Right now, we’re working on path

39A Cape Canaveral, which is the former
Apollo 11 launch site, so once we are
finished with the upgrades on path 39A,
we’re gonna take our launch development
team and immediately move them to
Boca Chica to work on the launch site
here. So we expect the Cape site to be
done in approximately nine months and
we’ll do some advance preparation work
here in Boca Chica that we’ll probably
start more significant activity in the third
quarter of next year.
“First launch could be late 2016. Our
preference is to try to move, particularly
the commercial [geostationary transfer
orbit] missions, to the Boca Chica launch
site as soon as we can because there’s a
significant benefit by being south. We’re
two-and-a-half degrees south of Cape
Canaveral and those two-and-a-half
degrees are actually helpful for GTO
missions.”
Asked how rocket launching would
affect the environment, Musk responded
that if there were to be an environmental
issue, he would take any remediation
required to avoid harming the
environment.
“I think we’ll actually see a minor effect
on the environment due to SpaceX,” he
said. “… I’d say down the road if anyone
in the environmental movement would
point out to us this such and such thing
seems to be having a negative effect,
we will take whatever remediation is
required, even if we don’t have to do it.
So, even if it’s not legally required, I care

Courtesy SpaceX.com

the university level.”
SpaceX will attract other businesses
to the area, such as satellite and
communication
companies,
among
others.
“Those opportunities also become
available for our students to participate
in those ventures as well,” Downing said.
There are more possibilities with
SpaceX in the area and the future UT Rio
Grande Valley medical school.
“You marry biomedical research with
what you might do in space and all of a
sudden you’ve got a place where you can
merge the two because you’re launching
rockets from Brownsville, Texas. There
are good opportunities there that we
probably can’t entirely conceive of yet,
but it’s a real exciting thing to think
about because it’s more opportunities
for students. It’s more ways for them
to say, ‘This is what I have to do to get
prepared.’”
There are opportunities for other
disciplines, such as writing.
“They do an awful lot of work with
NASA right now, writing in terms of
proposal writing,” Downing said. “The
skills that are out there in terms of
presenting things to companies that
might be interested in satellites. SpaceX
will have a wealth of opportunities in
that area as well. … It just doesn’t mean
that you are just in the sciences but if
you can read and interpret what’s out
there and maybe learn a little bit more
of the sciences as well, there may be
other opportunities there. I think a wellrounded degree program that includes
the ability to write and to understand the
math would certainly be an advantage to
work with a company like that.”

about the environment above average so
I certainly wouldn’t want to do anything
that’s disruptive and we find out that
there is something disruptive, we will
take care of it.”
UTRGV President Guy Bailey, who was
also in attendance at the groundbreaking
ceremony, said SpaceX will have huge
implications for the city and for the
university.
“It means jobs, first of all,” Bailey said.
“It means really good, positive national
attention for the university. It’s gonna
help us grow our astrophysics program
phenomenally. … We already have a
strong program in those areas and I
think with the students we have we’re
part of the reason SpaceX is coming. This
is really big, both for the city and for the
university.”
Musk said SpaceX will recruit local
students to work at the Boca Chica
launch site.
“I’ve asked my team to really make sure
that, in terms of local universities, maybe
at the high school level, that we recruit
heavily and then we also make sure that
people don’t think that they have to have
prior space experience to work here,” he
said. “What we’re really just looking for
are like if a young kid just out of college
is really driven, if they like hard work
and they have a technical aptitude. We’ll
definitely recruit locally, that’s the best
place to recruit.”
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Ocelot midfielder Paige Hayward receives a pass during a recent practice in the Garza Gym. Also
shown is goalkeeper Amanda Fulton.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

UT Brownsville’s men’s and women’s
soccer teams will play their first
conference games against the University
of Southwest Mustangs Thursday at the
Brownsville Sports Park.
The women, whose record was 2-2-1 at
press time, take the field at 1 p.m., while
the No. 14-ranked men’s team will follow
at 3 p.m.
“We’re excited to play,” Women’s
Soccer Head Coach Helen Wagstaff said
Thursday.” We’ve had kind of a break, if
you want to call it that, where we’ve just
been practicing and had no games. I think
that’s given us a lot of time to work on

our mistakes that we’ve made in previous
games and fix a few things. Now we just
want to see it on the field. Really looking
forward to playing this weekend.”
The women’s soccer team played its
first home game against the Texas A&M
University-Texarkana Eagles on Sunday.
(Visit utbcollegian.com for results.)
After battling the Mustangs, the Ocelot
teams will take on the Jarvis Christian
College Bulldogs at 1 p.m. (women) and
3 p.m. Saturday (men) at home for their
second conference game.
“We’re obviously looking forward to
starting conference, because that’s what
it’s all about,” Men’s Soccer Head Coach
Dan Balaguero said Wednesday. “For
now, we’re trying to get through this

weekend, but we’ll shift our attention to
the University of Southwest and Jarvis
Christian [College] after Saturday night.”
The men’s soccer team, with a
6-0 record at press time, hosted the
University of Mobile Rams on Friday and
the Oklahoma Baptist University Bisons
on Saturday for its first home games of
the season. (Visit utbcollegian.com for
results.)
Volleyball
In volleyball, UTB will take on the
Huston-Tillotson University Rams at
6:30 p.m. Friday in Austin and the
University of St. Thomas-Houston Celts
at 1 p.m. Saturday.
Last Tuesday, the Ocelots defeated
the Our Lady of the Lake University
Armadillos (23-25, 25-8, 25-21, 19-25,
15-7) in a five-set match in San Antonio.
“Our Lady of the Lake played well
and that’s always a tough game for us,”
Athletics Director and Head Coach Todd
Lowery said Wednesday. “We always
seem to struggle when we go up there.
Hats off to them. They came out and
played well. At the end of day, those are
matches that are good for the program.”
As of press time, UTB’s record was 15-1
overall and 4-0 in conference.
The team took on the Texas College
Steers for its fourth conference game
Friday in the Garza Gym. (Visit
utbcollegian.com for results.)
Golf
Both the women’s and men’s teams will
compete in the University of HoustonVictoria Invitational Tournament Oct. 6.
The UTB Men’s Golf Team participated
in the Mid-South Classic Tournament,
hosted by Oklahoma UniversityGrandview, in Newton, Kan., on Sunday.
Results were not available at press time.
“We’ve worked hard,” Head Coach
Daniel Hayden said Wednesday. “The
guys are excited. They know what they
need to do. It’s a great opportunity for
them to get recognized in the nation as
being one of the top teams. I have no
doubt in my mind that we’re going to do

See ROUNDUP, Page 11

Flag football under way
Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

Intramural sports, sponsored by
University Recreation, have officially
begun and all UT Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College students are eligible
to participate.
To sign up for an event, a student
must fill out a release of liability waiver
available
at
www.imleagues.com/
recreationcenter.
The intramural sports began Sept.
12 with a pingpong tournament and
will end Nov. 21 with volleyball league
competition. A flag football league
started Sept. 17 and continues through
Oct. 10.
Other sports on the schedule are a
pington tournament, which will take place
Oct. 3; an indoor soccer tournament, Oct.
15-Nov. 7; a basketball tournament, Nov.
14; and volleyball, Nov. 4-21.
All events will have men’s, women’s
and coed divisions.
The winners of each event will receive
a university T-shirt with the words
“Intramural Champion” on them.
Asked
about
the
benefits
of
participating in intramural sports,
Life Sports Coordinator Jennifer
Holman replied, “Some benefits include
teamwork, sportsmanship. It lets you
take a break from the rigorousness of
the academic side. That is probably the
biggest benefit. Also, making new friends

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Sophomore business major Daniel Garcia of the Vicious and Delicious team chases sophomore
criminal justice major Cesar Garcia of the Mandingos during an intramural flag football game held
Wednesday on the Texas Southmost College Rec Center field. The Mandingos beat Vicious and
Delicious 60-12

and it teaches new skills and you can
learn different sports.”
On Oct. 11, URec will host a 1-mile
fun run throughout the UTB and TSC
campuses called “Walk-a-Mole.” The
event is open to the community and
games will be played after the race. The
entry fee for the race is going to be either
a donation to the Ocelot food pantry,
sponsored by ASPIRE, or a pledge to
donate to the student organization fund.

“It’s our way of saluting Hispanic
Heritage Month,” Life Sports Director
Arturo Olague said. “We’re just asking
people … to wear some festive colors, you
know, things like that and just enjoy the
run.”
For more information, call Holman at
882-7176 or Olague at 882-5969.
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Name: Paige Hayward
Classification: Freshman
Major: Kinesiology
Sport: Soccer
Position: Left midfielder
Hometown: Sydney, Australia
Who is your favorite athlete?
“David Beckham has always inspired
me to play and just his dedication and
persistence has got him to achieve his
best.”
Who is your role model? “My
role model is my family, especially
my parents because they’ve always
supported me and always wanted me to
do my best and follow my dreams.”
What is the best advice you’ve ever
been given and by whom? “It is to
‘work in silence and let success be your
noise [by] Frank Ocean.’ Rather than
saying how good you are, your success
shows exactly how good you are.”
What do you like to do for fun?
“Just hang out with friends and family.
Go to the beach and just movies,
sometimes, and relax.”
When did you begin playing soccer
and why did you start playing? “I
started playing when I was 4 years old.
My parents put me in and then I was
playing with the boys up until I was 12,
and then I moved onto women’s premier
league when I was 12 to play with the
girls.”
Did you play in high school and
did you get any awards? “In high
school, we didn’t really have a system.
It was just a one-day gala day. Then if
your school won that, you’d go to the
next gala day. I won the sport award,
which is representing the state, which is
equivalent to nationals here.”
What are your goals for the
season? “My goals are just to give my
best and work as a team together to
reach the best that we can because we
have a good team so, hopefully, make
nationals and go from there.”
What is your favorite movie? ‘“My
favorite movie would be ‘Bend It Like
Beckham’ or ‘She’s the Man,’ either
one.”
What are your plans for the Fall
2015 semester? “Just to work hard at
school and work to the best of my ability
with soccer and give everything I can. I
plan on looking around and seeing to be
recruited and look at other soccer teams
and their potential.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza

Ospreys suffer first loss
SPECIAL TO THE COLLEGIAN

The Rio Grande Ospreys suffered their
first defeat in five matches Tuesday night,
losing to the Philadelphia Inventors 3 to
1.
Grandmasters Andrey Stukopin and
Holden Hernandez lost their games,
as did Woman Grandmaster Katerina
Nemcova. Jeffrey Serna won his
game. The Ospreys now have 3.5 points
in five matches, and are in second place
in the West Division of the U.S. Chess
League, which conducts online matches.
The Ospreys face the division-leading
Dallas Destiny at 7:15 pm Tuesday.
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vice president for Enrollment Services.
“We think it’s holding up very steady,”
Leal said of the university’s enrollment.
“Keep in mind that we are in our second
year of our university, so it’s difficult to
think about trends and numbers, but
we’re pretty much at where we were last
year.”
Leal said that even though the
university did n0t meet its enrollment
goal of 8,500 students, it has awarded
$70 million in financial aid this semester.
“This is significantly higher than what
we’ve ever offered in the past,” she said
in an interview Sept. 19. “That’s more
than what we offered for the whole year
last year. … We’re awarding much more
financial aid than we’ve ever done before.
We are processing it much faster and
we’re helping students to understand
the financial aid process so that they can
maximize their student financial needs.”
Leal said there are many factors
contributing to the decrease in
enrollment this semester.
“Some of them have economic reasons,
some of them have personal issues, some
of them have family obligations, so it’s
difficult to find why students decide to
come some semesters and not others,”
she said.
Asked for the breakdown of students
by classification and for the student
retention rate, Leal replied: Those
numbers are finalized once they’re
reported out to the [Texas Higher
Education] Coordinating Board. That

MATCH
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received last February, just months after
registering with Be the Match at UT
Brownsville.
Be the Match is a drive that focuses
on signing people to the bone marrow
registry and matching people who need
a bone marrow donation to possible
donors. These donations usually go to
patients with leukemia, lymphoma and
anemia.
Jimenez received a call telling her that
she might be a possible donor for a boy
from North Texas who suffered from
leukemia. She gave further information
about herself and her health history.
After that, a second call came asking her
to visit a blood center in Harlingen to test
her blood and later on she was informed
that a better match had been found.
“I felt like … I could help a person’s
life,” she said. “Even if it’s extended by
three to five years, at least they get to
have more time with the family. … I was
ready for it. I really wanted to do it.”
Jimenez said she was surprised when
she got the call because she had known of
other people who had been in the registry
for three or four years and had never
received a call.
Although Jimenez wanted to help the
boy, her parents tried to discourage her
from continuing with the donation.
“My parents told me not to do it, since
what they were going to have to do is
take out bone marrow from my back, and
that is really dangerous. … But I was still
going to do it and I wasn’t going to let
that stop me,” she said.
Friends would also try to discourage
her by telling her that the procedure was
a painful experience.
Although Jimenez didn’t get to donate
bone marrow for the boy, she said she
learned valuable lessons from this
experience.
“Never let opportunities pass you by,”
she said. “Like if they are doing blood
drives and I know sometimes it might be

on campus
will be done by the Office of Institutional
Research and Effectiveness. They have
their own processes for finalizing those
reports out to the Coordinating Board.
Once those are done, then that’s official
data that we can report.”
Carlo Tamayo, director of Admissions
and Recruitment, said the department is
studying all issues related to supporting
students starting, staying and graduating
from school.
“It’s something that is very high
priority for us and we are always actively
engaged in trying to find those very
important contributing factors that help
students succeed,” Tamayo said.
To increase the numbers of students
for next year, Enrollment Services is
already recruiting for Fall 2015 under the
name of UTRGV.
“We know that students need to make
decisions about where they want to go,”
Leal said, showing this reporter copies of
new recruiting brochures. “We’re already
recruiting at all of our local high schools
for Fall of 2015. In other words, we’re
actively engaged with our seniors.”
Students currently enrolled at UTB
can already register for classes for Spring
2015 and for students not attending the
university this semester but who want to
return, the spring application is due Nov.
1.
“All students that are currently enrolled
for fall and spring will automatically be
admitted to the new university,” Leal
said. “So we want to make sure that
students who are thinking of coming
back should do so at this time.”

inconvenient or time consuming, but in
the end it will actually be worth it. You
can actually help somebody’s life.”
Steve Machner, a Student Health
Services physician assistant, said he is
proud of Jimenez.
“I am super proud of her,” Machner
said. “Despite the discouragement from
others, she bravely decided to follow
through. It’s awesome that we have
someone from our campus after the first
drive, months after the first drive, got
called up to begin with. I am proud of her
for following through.”
There’s another opportunity for
students to join the bone marrow
registry through the Be the Match drive,
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 6-8
outside Cortez Hall, the Life and Health
Sciences Building, Student Union, Main
Building and the University Library.
“We want to target people that are
ages 18 to 44, generally the younger,
the better,” Machner said. “This is a
good place to add people to that registry
because we have a young college-age
population.”
Machner said the drive last year
registered 1,300 students on campus. He
said that by percentage, UT Brownsville
registered more students than any other
Be the Match drive on college campuses
from the Cancer Advocacy Movement for
Colleges and Outreach.
“One of the things I am most proud
of is our student body supporting this
effort,” he said. “We kind of set a record.”
Machner invites students to participate
in the drive.
“This registry needs more Hispanics
to sign up because, by percentage, they
represent a really low number and
because ethnicity plays a role in finding
your match, if you have a larger pool
of folks in your ethnicity you have a
greater chance of matching for your bone
marrow transplant,” he said.
For
more
information,
visit
bethematch.org.
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great things.”
Cross-country
The UTB’s men’s and women’s crosscountry teams competed in the Islander
Splash Cross-Country Meet Friday in
Corpus Christi. Results were not available
at press time.
In the East Texas Invitational CrossCountry Meet held Sept. 20 in New
Summerfield, the men’s team won first
place and the women placed second
among 10 teams.
“Anytime you can have four guys in the
top 10 in a race, it’s the best you can hope
for,” Head Coach Sam Buchanan said
Wednesday. “They’re right where they
need to be right now.”
The men’s team dominated the 8K
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the various companies and agencies,
including the Brownsville Public Utilities
Board.
Asked if students with no experience
may apply for an internship, BPUB’s
Communication and Public Relations
Coordinator Ryan Greenfeld replied,
“Yes, I think it’s a good way for people
who don’t have work experience to get
a taste of the real world, to experience
working in a large company and get
to understand a little bit more on how
things work when they do graduate.”
A college student should complete at
least two internships before graduating,
Rodriguez said.
“Ideally, a student will conduct an
internship from sophomore to junior and
from junior to senior [years],” he said. “I
say sophomore to junior because, by the
time you become a sophomore, you have
to declare a major and you have taken
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race, with four of its runners in the
top 10 spots. Junior David Guillen led
the Ocelots to first place with a time
of 25:51, senior Hector Becerra came
in second with a time of 26:24, junior
Juan Cardenas finished sixth at 27:14
and freshman Eloy Marroquin finished
eighth at 28:12.
On the women’s team, senior Vanessa
Garcia led the team with a first-place
finish of 18:21, sophomore Celina
Garcia placed 11th with a time of 20:02,
senior Danica Markovic ended in 14th
place at 20:35 and freshman Alondra
Davila finished 19th at 20:45.
“We have a really tough conference
for the women,” Buchanan said.
“Overall, it was a good weekend. It was
a good confidence booster for everybody.
Everybody is excited to keep working and
keep getting better.”

several classes, so this is a good time to
apply that knowledge.”
Government sophomore Kaila Garcia
said she has served three internships,
including as a campaign assistant for
someone running for political office. She
currently works as an English tutor for
the university’s Link2Success program.
Rodriguez said a UTB graduate can
expect to earn an average of $35,000
annually. He recommends all UTB
students visit www.utsystem.edu/seekut
for salaries according to the student’s
major.
Career Services will host a graduate
and professional schools fair Nov. 4 and
a teacher job fair Nov. 13. Another All
Majors Job Fair is scheduled next spring.
To prepare for job fairs, Rodriguez
recommends students have a minimum
of 15 résumés on hand. The department
reviews résumés and conducts mock
interviews to assist students in
obtaining
employment.
Rodriguez
also recommends all students dress to
impress.
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